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City Mean % tree 
cover 

Dublin 4.50
Belfast 3.54
Cork 9.12
Derry 16.2
Galway 6.64
Limerick 10.6
Cardiff 15.6
Amsterdam 7.74
Berlin 6.84
Brussels 6.31
Copenhagen 11.4
Helsinki 15.2
Lisbon 12.7
Madrid 6.6
Oslo 9.27

City centre results

Direct comparison can be 
made by comparing like areas 
across cities. Here, tree cover 
based on a sample taken 
within a 1km radius of the city 
centre.The city centres in Ireland have relatively low tree 

canopy cover using the same method to compare city 
centres.





Creating a tree 
inventory for 
Dublin City





Estimating the carbon services provided by trees in Dublin.

Trees in the Dublin 8 study area

The CURIO app.



Area (km2)
Trees Traffic

t CO2 t CO2 km-2 t CO2 t CO2 km-2

DCC 122.76 608277 4955 691536 5633

DCC* 80.2 272557 3398 520144 6486

D8 6.2 18822 3036 42759 6897

Estimated CO2 stored in the DCC tree stock compared with that emitted by traffic annually
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From March 2020-August 2021, 35 people 
expressed interest in being part of a 
neighbourhood greening forum. 

The purpose is to bring together a group of 
LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�KDYH�VSHFLƺF�JUHHQLQJ�SURMHFWV�
in mind for the study area, to support these 
individuals in developing their ideas, and 
leverage relationships with other stakeholders 
in the area in order to action their project. 

Out of the 35 who initially expressed interest,  
12 were engaged to attend an urban prototyping 
workshop in August 2020 to support them 
with developing their ideas and moving them in 
practical ways towards realisation. Exercises 
carried out during the workshop were borrowed 
from a range of design and community activist 
workshops and applied to a commonly-used 
design thinking process. The full process is 
explained in an online guide produced by and for 
the Mapping Green Dublin project. A series of 
sequential exercises are outlined and include a 
brief description, how they are applied and what 
materials are needed. The guide concludes with 
practical tips for setting up and running similar 
workshops and can be downloaded from the 
www.mappinggreendublin.com website. 
It is open access and can be freely used by and 
with communities in other places.

How does it work?
A prototype is a physical object that looks 
and feels close to ‘the real thing’. In contrast, 
SURWRW\SLQJ�VXJJHVWV�D�SURFHVV��DQG�VSHFLƺFDOO\�
WKH�WHVWLQJ�DQG�UHƺQHPHQW�RI�LGHDV��,Q�RXU�
study context, urban protoyping is the framing, 
brainstorming, drawing out, designing, testing 
DQG�UHƺQLQJ�RI�LGHDV�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�XUEDQ�
environment, in this case local greening 
projects. Members of the greening forum 
developed greening ideas anew or further 
GHYHORSHG�DQG�UHƺQHG�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�LGHDV�
and projects with support from landscape 
architects, architects, an ecologist and a city 
planner, facilitated by the Mapping Green Dublin 
project team.

The projects
The following pages contain 10 projects 
developed by members of our Dublin 8 greening 
forum. These are:
Inter-generational greenspaces
Community garden, Inchicore
Turvey Park development
Greenspace improvement on Devoy Rd
Intergenerational private gardens
The D8 bench project
Canal and walkway activation
FUNAFLOAT – water based activity for young 
people along the Grand canal
Grand Canal Towpath from Sally’s Bridge to 
Drimnagh Luas stop
A pilgrim path – camino – a walkway in Dublin 8
Small projects with big impact
Parklets
Pocket forests

The urban prototyping design process: 
spectrum line-Introduction to design thinking-
creating personas-framing questions-
brainstorm and feedback- drawing.
See more images here 

Action

Urban Prototyping

Credit: Mary Moriarty and Julie McCormick



Policy/
Practitioner responses

Communication Constructive 
collaboration

Community and 
social 

infrastructure
Ecological literacy

Leadership Resources Multifunctionality Planning




